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bout King James? $ conſeionable Excluſion, 
whether it be juſtifiable or no, upon the 
account of that ' Scripture, Rom. 13. 1, 2. 


it is neceſfary the Apoſtle's words be taken 


into Conſideration ; which are theſe : Let 


every Soul be ſubject unto the Higher Powers, 
For there is no Power but of God The Powers 
that be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever 
. reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Or. 

dinante of God; and they that. reſiſt, ot 


| receive to themſelves Damnation. 


For examining the Caſe, there are two 


| — — here to be known: 10 offer 


were to cqnfoung, not edify, One 
a rute Subjection and . It 


5 Dr. Field's Diſtinction; and thoſe that 


are for Non-Reſiſtance and Paſſive-Obe- 


dience, gainſay it not. We are not al- 
ways to obey the higher Powers, neither 


when they command what God forbids, or 


forbid what he commands; unto which, 


by the word Paſſive, they afſent, But: we 


are always (ſay they) to be in Bubje ion, 


and never riſe up to deliver our ſelves 


from them. As to this Point then of Sub- 


jechion, the Caſe is to be argu'd. Diſtin- 
uiſh we therefore, in the ſecond place, 
etween theſe two things, which certain- 
DA are different; the Powers which and 
and 


"Cos. 


| and the Powers which Are not. - Under- 
ſtand it right, to wit, the Powers thats are, 
and the Powers that are not the Powers 
that are; or not thoſe which the Apoſtle 
means or intends in the Text. This Diſ- 
tinction is certain, clear, and plain to the © 
Intelligent, and effectual to our purpoſe. 
The Powers, the Higher Powers, in the 
Text, the al Soo ifsciai, are the Powers 
that be. This is expreſs, that the Powers 
that be, are the Powers in the Text, the 


Powers that are of God, the Ordinance of 


God,; and they that reſiſt them, ihall re- 
ceive to themſelves Damnation. Let this 
be granted to theſe devoutly loyal Men; 
but then muſt they grant to me again, 
what can't be deny'd by any, that as for 
the Powers that are not in the Text, that 

is, the Powers that are not the Powers that 
| be; as they are not in the Text, they are 
not the Powers which are of God, not the 
Ordinance of God: And they that reſiſt 
ſuch (and not the Powers that be) ſhall not 
| receive to neee Damnation. 8 


Now there i is one ae to bs. ask d, 
which alone will reſolve the whole Cafe at 
ſtake, and that is this; ; What is the true 
Meaning of the «i Sg k EGI, what is re- 
any 8 and in good earneſt (fo as the Con- 

ſcience 
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ſcience may reſt upon it) that which is 


meant by the Powers that be? I anfwer, 


the Powers that be, are the Powers accar- 
ding to the preſent Conſtitution, , There 
are ſome Higher Powers (or Kings) whoſe 
Government is abſolute, and ſo abſolute, 
as that the Subjects have no Liberty of Per- 
fon, or Property in Goods, by their Con- 
ſtitution. But as for others ordinarily, 
there is to be . e an Original Con- 

tract, which gives the People ſuch Liber- 
ty and Rights, and the governing Powers 


ſuch a Prerogative, as extends fo far, and 


no farther than the Compact allows. And 
this appears (as I have been ſhewn in our 
old chief Law-Books) by conſequence, tho 
no full preſerved Record thereof be of it: 
for the Law could not maintain the: Peo- 
ple in any Rights againſt' their Sovereign, 

by virtue of our Coaſtitution, if that Con- 
ſtitution were not ſuppos d to be made by 
ſuch an original Agreement with him. 


There is therefore two things to be con- 
ſider'd, the Poteſtas and Forma Regiming, 
the Power: and the Form in ſuch Govern- 
ments. In regard to the one, the Higher 
Powers are the Ordinance of Gad, With 
Paul; in the other, the Ordinance of Man, 
with Peter. The Form is of Men. The 

. People 


in Holand, but preparing for 


, < Majeſty, 
_ < preſently over to the Prince, to know 
What he would have, mM, to tell him, 
“ That whatſoever he wou a have, you 
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is * : 


People between themſelves, or with their 


> o 
— w 


' Governour, agree what the Government 


ſhall be; and then the Power flows from 
God, to rule ſo, and no otherwiſe, but 


according to that Form; which is all one 
as the Conſtitutibn. Poteſtas eſt a Deo, but 


Forma ab hominibus, ſays the moſt Learned 
Biſhop Anirems. If then the Higher 
Powers for the Adminiſtration rule not 
by that Form, but delignedly and reſo- 
lutely, and not by a Slip and Inadverten- 
21 depart from it; the Power 2 Deo, the 


HPoteſtas fails them, and they dd cadere de 


Jure, fall from their Rigtit to bur Sub- 


I do remember therefore, that at the 


time when the Prince of C 1 5 was yet 
his coming 


mitted into the Preſence of King James 
alone, to e him, after ſome words 


and my Deſire of the Preveiition, his Ma- 
jefty was willing Iſhould ſpeak freely ; and 
I ſaid. thus to him: © IE pleaſe; your 
I would adviſe you to ſend 


ve, you 
'« wall 


* 


„ 


« will grant it him, if it be reaſonable ; 


and that you will call a Parliament im: 
4 mediately, to judg whether it be rea- 
& ſonable or no. Toy 


I” > 


We proceeding farther, came to ſpeak 
about Liberty of Conſcience; which he 
was for, to bring in Popery ; and I, in 
good earneſt, I uſed thereupon, as near 
as may well be remembred, theſe very 


words: If I were your Majeſty, I would 


e have Liberty of Conſcience, (I would 
c have it) but if you will have that, you 
© muſt part with your Diſpenſing Power; 
& (becauſe we would have had that, 1 
c“ count, by a Law, and not by his diſpen- 


c fing with the Law) for if you will aſ- 
* ſume a Diſpenſing Power, ſaid I, you 


« take a Power over the Laws, and you 
&« change your Government from Regal to 
„ Deſpotical, and they will fight with 

« you; and they fight for the Govern- 
« ment, and you againſt the Government.” 
I ſpake with the beſt Elocution I had, and 
he heard me to the end. And then he ſtept 
one ſtep back ward, and ſaid, What you 
& have ſpoken, you have honeſtly ſpoken, 
* and conſcientiouſly ſpoken ; but you are 


. * out: I am a King, he but a Prince;” 
therefore he would not ſend to him. And 


then 55 
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obs my: Judgment 


_ . Rosel, That (King 7 ames 3 
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then going on, he ſpake of the Prince fair- 
| ly, as an excellent General, but as much 
.concern'd, ( ſays he) He comes for my © 
Crown ; and no Man is ſo deſpotical as be: 
telling me, that he ſware againſt being 
Stadtholder, and ye 2 he was. And falling 


to ſpeak about Liberty of Conſcience again, 
he ex — himſelf very fluently, till he 


diſmiſe d me; which he did condeſtending- 
ly, and took what I faid i in good part. 


Having. aid: this therefore to his Per- 


135 to have ſaved him in his Throne, I 
may ſay the ſame as freely in Print. A 


Diſpenſing Power, indefinitely. maintain d, 
is a Power over the Laws: A Power over 


ö Us Laws ſubverts the Government : A 


e of the Government abſolves the 
Sky from oo A; And is this 
but of our 
[el a Jy Deo- 8 ſub Lege, ſays 
Bratton; No, but of our Nation alſo, as 


appears by this Vote of. their Repreſenta- 


tives in the- 9 of — — * 


1683. 


< having endeavour'd to 4 the Con- 
om, by breaking 

between King and 
. 
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26: and thereby the Throne is vacant.” 74 


. "= 


. People, and „ Advice of Jeſuits, aifd y 
other wicked Perſons, violated the Fun- 
„ damental Laws ; and having withdrawn 


4 himſelf, hath abdicated the Government, 


7 
4 pf 
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The Government thus 'forfetted, by his 
breaking the Original Contract, and by 
his going then away, abdicated allo, accor- 


ding to that Vote; a Convention is call'd, 
and the Supreme Power Perſonal cealing, it 
deſcended into that our Politicks call Real ; 


that is, it by Eſtheat (to uſe Hooker's word) | 


fell on the Community of the People ; not 


for them to govern (I muſt ſay) but to 


ſet up a Government: which is, in truth, 


' a greater Power than that of Parliament. 
For a Parliament makes Laws for the Ad- 
miniſtration only of the Government; but 


a Convention (repreſenting che forty Coun- 
ties) might make thoſe às they agreed a- 


bout, for the Conſtitution. The Conſtitu- 


tion of a Government, we are to know, 


is the Agreement of che People in ſetting 
it up, and there are three things go into it. 
The firſt thing they muſt agree in, is what 
kind of Government it fhall be; and this 


our Convention thought fit to be the ſame 


as it was, a Monarchy; but Mix'd, Legal, 


Parliamentary, ſo as to be Rl a Free State, 
not 


4 


not to be violated by the Monarch. The 

ſecond thing is, what, or who the Perſons 
ſhall be that govern; and theſe were ſoon 
determin'd, King William and Queen Mary, 
and after them our late Queen: and ſo far 

they went. The third thing they muſt 
agree in, is, What Extent their Govern- 
ment ſhall have, or what Qualifications 
ſhall be put on it; which, what they be, 
are to be read in the Act. And here may 
ſome, who love their Country, be ready 
hereafter to bethink the Opportunity this 
Convention hath ſlipt, in not declaring more 
fully the State hereof, and in putting no 
farther Limitations on it, of the like great 
moment as this one is, That no Papiſt ſhall 


reign over us. For upon account hereof, 


the Hannover Family being of the Prote- 
ſtant Line, is to ſucceed; and their Title 
to the Throne ſtands good thereupon, but 
not on equal foot with the Queen's, being 

expreſly eftabliſh'd by the Act of the Con- 

vention. But this Act now leaving the 
People at liberty after her, to have choſe 
what Government or Governour they 
pleas'd, an Act of Parliament is paſſed un- 
der William, to confine this Liberty, and 
ſettle the Throne in that Family: which 
AQ is a Law indeed of the Adminiſtration, 
not Conſtitution, yet ſtrengthen'd by a 
| e 2 WF 


— 1 
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Statute under Elizabeth, which makes ſuch 
an Act. to bind the Deſcent of the Crown; 
and . more by the Oath for the Succeſſion, 
Vvhich being enjoin'diby the Supreme Au- 
thority, does oblige thoſe to take it that 
yet have not, and leaves. no ſcruple to any, 
unleſs this in hand, in reference to the men · 
tion d Text of the Romans, and King 
James's Depoſition. N | 
Having thought therefore long on the 
Matter, I have pitch'd on this as the funda- 
mental Expoſition of the Place; That the 
Powers that be, are the Government, or 
Governours, of every Country, according 
to its Conſtitution: And conſequently that 
the Subjection or Non- reſiſtance that is re- 
quir'd of God, as due to the higher Powers, 
is a Subjection no other but according to 
the ſame. The Scripture, it is certain, 
does not go about to preſcribe to, alter, 
or meddle with the Governments of Na- 
tions; but it ſuppoſes a Government in 
every Country, and commands Subjection 
and Non · reſiſtance to the Government that 
16. We overturn all, if we preach other- 
_ than thus. Evangelium non abolet Po- 
— EE ; . 


: k . 3 
Fl | \ 
R — 
4 
* * 5 * 
1 1 . : 
6 : « r 
7 . 


And now then let us come to the Go- 
vernment of our Nation; which we kgow 
(and none pretend more than the Loyaliſt. 
to ſtand by it) is Ba5iAGdx young, A Govern- 


ment regulated by the Laws, and thoſe no 


other than ſuch; as the People themſelves 
yield to the making, by their Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament; that is, Quas vulgus 
elegerit : which renders it a Free State, that 
is ever to be maintain d. It is call'd a Le- 
gal and Regal Monarchy, becauſe it is a 
Government by the Statutes of the Realm, 
and not according to the Will of the Lord. 
And ſuch being the Conſtitution of our 
Great Britain, the Caſe, by the Precedent 
of King James, is reſelv d, That if any 
King bereaſter ſhall rule ſo, as really de- 


ſigning (that if he be not hinder'd, he 


will effect it) to change the Government, 
or Manner of the Ringdom, as the Scripture 
expreſſes it, from Legal to Arbitrary, from 
Regal to Deſpotical; and it ſhall pleaſe 
God to give the People, who are free 
Subjects, the happy Means of a Delive- 
rance: they do not reſiſt in this Caſe, or 
riſe up againſt the Powers that be, the 
Powers in the Text, the Powers that are 
of God, the Ordinance of God; but the 

Powers not in the Text, the Powers that 
%%% are 


are not of God, the Powers which are not 
the Ordinance of God: and it being indeed 
a riſing in defence of, or for the Govern- 
ment, and not againſt the Government, and 
no reſiſting the Powers that be, they ſhall 
not receive to themſelves Damnation. This 
is the Caſe of the Revolution. 


It is objected by the conſcientious Non- 
juror, that the Church in her Homilies, all 
her chief Divines and Biſhops, in their 

Books and Sermons, have conſtantly prea- 
ched up Non-Reſiſtance and Paſſive-Obe- 
dience ; which is all one with Subjection 
to the Higher Powers commanded by the 

Apoſtle. © And this indefinitely is true: but 
the Subjection muſt be underſtood to be to 
the Apoſtle's Higher Powers, the Powers 
that be, the Powers in the Text, the Powers 
(I have faid) according to our Conſtitution. 
And as for any Powers that are otherwiſe, 
and ſo not in the Text, neither they nor 

the Apoſtle ever requir'd Subjection. This 

Anſwer is ſatisfactory, and I have ſome- 
thing to ſay more: For Caſes may fall 

cout (ſays Bilſon, that moſt judicious and 
excellent Prelate) even in Chriſtian King- 


3 * doms, where People may plead their 
= “Right againſt the Prince, and not be 


* charg'd with Rebellion. If a Prince 
5 Oo OO 


EI 
n cal go about ro ſubject his W 
“ to a Foreign Realm, or change the Form 
9. Commonwealth from Impery to 


„ Tyranny.“ This Inſtance has he, as 1 


before. I will add, that Barclay and Ani. 
Jam (thoſe chief French Authors) who 
maintain their King's Authority to be in- 
violable, do themſelves admit of ſuch, and 
theſe very Exceptions; Si Reg num alienet, 
. Rempublicam èvertere conetur. And yet 
there is no Caſe for all that, ſay. they, 
wherein we may take Arms againſt the 
King, becauſe in ſuch Caſes the King does 
Regis perſonans exaere : And what is that, 
| bus + in ſuch Caſes he is not the Higher 
Powers in the Text (or the Powers of the 
Apoſtle) to whom Non-Reſiſtance is re- 
. 5. When Lather had taught, that 
Magiſtrate: ſhould not be reſiſted, and 
ſorhe Lawyers -prov'd to him that the Ger- 
n Empire was not Abſolute, but that 
- the Laws thereof permitted R Reſiſtance; he 
then held, they might make a 2 to 


5 defend themſelves. Sleidan. lib. 8. 


We 
There are ſeveral other Caſes « Grotias 
reckons up, but this is beyond my Line: 
and foraſmuch as the End in a People's ſet- 
ting up a Governour is greater (that is, of 
more importance) than the Means, — Ar- 
5 geument 
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gument for the People againſt the Prince, 
in ſuch | Caſcs, is irrefragable. . 


For all this, to maintain Non-Reſiſtance, 


it is pleaded by ſome, that the Prince of 
Orange came, and was invited to other 
Ends, and not to depoſe King James: on- 

ly he went away, and left the Govern- 
ment upon our hands. Very pert, and in 
ſome meaſure true! But had he done no- 


thing, and was nothing done, to make 
him fear to ſtay? When the Prince came 
with Forces, and the Nation join'd with 
him, to deliver themſelves from Popery 


and Arbitrary Power by his means; and 
a Convention (which repreſents the whole 
People) ſet up another King, and recalld 


not him; which is, in Fact and Deed, all 
that is in Reſiſtance and Depoſition: what 


an idle thing is it, to object it to be un- 
lawful to reſiſt, or take up Arms, in any 


Caſe, againſt a King (even in ſuch a one 
as makes him none) and yet juſtify our 


Revolution, by coming into the Enjoy- 
ment? : Hh Gs 


There are two Reaſons now for ſpeak - 


ing of this Point. The one is, beeauſe 
there has been of late a great ſtir made 


about this Subject; and it is meet, * 
8 e a 


alt 9 850 Perſons ſhould be fa- 
tisfy'd about the Government. The other 
15, to the end that thoſe whom it pleaſes 
God hereafter to put over us, for to go- 
vern, may not be tempted by Love of 
| their People, or Liberality of Parliaments, 
to malte ſuch uſe of their raiſed" Strength 
as our Neighbour Kings have done, to go 
out of the Circle of our Briziſþ Conſtitu- 
tion: Eſpecially knowing that the Spirit of 
the Nation, and the Conſcience of it alſo, 
together with the Form of Government, is 
ſuch, as not to bear, that under King James 
we ſhould be Popiſts, arid avis an Wy Suc- 
cefſor be Slaves. 
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